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COLWICH PARISH COUNCIL 

 

MINUTES OF THE FULL COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 5TH FEBRUARY 

2026, AT THE PARISH CENTRE, ST. MARY’S ROAD, LITTLE HAYWOOD, 

COMMENCING AT 7:30PM. 

 

PRESENT (For all or part of the meeting): Cllr Plant (Chairman); Cllr Bloor (Vice Chairman); Cllr 

Dunn; Cllr B Forster; Cllr M Forster; Cllr Grocott; Cllr Hall; Cllr Lowbridge; Cllr Martin; Cllr 

Meakin and Cllr Mosley. 

 

IN ATTENDANCE: Revd Mr Lennon (Chief Officer and Responsible Financial Officer - RFO); 

Mr Egan (Deputy Chief Officer and Finance Officer) and Miss Alineri-Willis (Events Officer). 

 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION: 2 members of the public were present. 

 

Before opening the meeting, the Chairman announced the winners of the Christmas Lights 

competition. 

 

Street – Devereux Gardens 

Individual – Mr & Mrs Hildreth, 13 Hawkesmore Drive. 

 

The Chairman presented the shield and certificate to Mr Hildreth. 

 

The 2 members of the public left the meeting. 

 

MINUTES 

 

1/26  Revd Mr Lennon led the Council in PRAYERS. 

 

2/26  APOLOGIES were received from Cllr Hardwick (work); Cllr Hill (poorly); Cllr 

Walters (work); SBC Cllr Cooper (prior engagement); SBC Cllr McKeown (away) and 

SCC Cllr Mynors (away). 

 

RESOLVED to accept the reasons for absence. 

 

PROPOSED Cllr Plant SECONDED Cllr Mosley. 

On being put to the vote, the Resolution carried unanimously. 

 

3/26  There were no DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST. 

 

4/26  There were no WRITTEN REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATION UNDER THE 

LOCALISM ACT 2011. 

 

5/26  THE MINUTES OF THE FULL COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 18TH 

DECEMBER 2025. 

 

Item 185/25 to read “…May 2025.” Instead of “…May 2026.” 
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RESOLVED to agree and sign the minutes as a true and accurate record, with the 

above amendment. 

 

PROPOSED Cllr Plant SECONDED Cllr Bloor. 

On being put to the vote, the Resolution carried unanimously. 

 

6/26  THE CHAIRMAN’S REPORT was noted. 

 

7/26  THE BOROUGH COUNCILLOR’S REPORT was noted. 

 

Cllr Dunn arrived during the reading of Cllr McKeown report. 

 

8/26  There was no COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT (see 2/26). 

 

9/26  FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION 

a. The payments made by Standing Order, Direct Debit, Electronic Payment and 

cheques issued since the last Full Council meeting were noted.i & ii 

b. The receipts received since the last Full Council meeting were noted.iii & iv 

c. The Bank Statements and Reconciliation were noted. 

 

14/26  THE 2026/27 BUDGET PRECEPT. 

 

The Chairman agreed to move this item forward in the agenda. 

 

The RFO spoke to his paper detailing the discussions held in the Finance Committee 

meetings of 13th November 2025 and 22nd January 2026 and the recommendations from 

the Committee that the Council: 

 

Sets a budget of £301,424 giving a precept requirement of £275,748.04. 

Sets a Band D rate of £144.75 an increase of 13.5% 

Sets indicative Year 2-5 increases of 10.1%, 4.4%. 4.3% and 4.4% (with no new 

projects). 

Sets indicative Year 2-5 budgets of £331,863; £346,470; £361,368 and £377,268 (with 

no new projects). 

 

The RFO explained why he could not support the recommendations from the Finance 

Committee as this would, again, deplete Earmarked Reserves and could result in the 

Council having less than 3 months of General Reserves. Moreover, it made no 

provision for the possible re-evaluation of Local Government pay by the National Joint 

Council for Local Government Services, following the increase in minimum wage to 

above the current lowest level of Local Government pay. Moreover, the 

recommendation included no additional funds required for the Ordinary Election of the 

Council in May 2027. The RFO recommended that the Council: 

 

Does not utilise the earmarked reserves of £2,400 recommended by the Finance 

Committee. 

Fully covers the anticipated SCP/Pay band changes of £24,088 in this year’s budget. 

Fully covers the anticipated additional Election cost of £2,183.37 in this year’s budget. 
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Sets a budget of £327,695.37, not including the additional JPF/Garden of 

Remembrance costs, giving a precept requirement of £304,418.67. 

Sets a Band D rate of £159.80 an increase of 25.3% 

Sets indicative Year 2-5 increases at the current inflation rate of 3.4% (with no new 

projects). 

Sets indicative Year 2-5 budgets (based on 3.4% inflation) of £338,837; £350,357; 

£362,269 and £374,586 (with no new projects). 

 

Following a lengthy discussion a compromise position was proposed to: 

 

Agree the Finance Committee recommendation to utilise £2,400 from the Earmarked 

Reserves. 

Agree the RFO recommendation to add £2,183.37 to cover the anticipated additional 

cost of the Ordinary Election in May 2027. 

Part-cover the anticipated salary point/pay band re-evaluation by adding a further 

£10,000 for gross salaries, employer National Insurance contribution and employer 

pension contribution. 

 

RESOLVED to set a budget of £313,607, giving a precept of £287,931.41. 

RESOLVED to set a Band D rate of £151.15, an increase of 18.5%. 

 

PROPOSED Cllr Plant SECONDED Cllr Bloor. 

 

The Chairman requested a named vote. 

 

FOR: Cllr Bloor; Cllr Lowbridge; Cllr Mosley and Cllr Plant. 

ABSTAIN: Cllr M Forster; Cllr B Forster; Cllr Hall; Cllr Grocott; Cllr Meakin and 

Cllr Dunn. 

AGAINST: Cllr Martin. 

 

On being put to the vote, the Resolution carried by a majority of those present and 

voting. 

 

10/26  THE SMALL GRANT APPLICATIONS FROM: 

 

SinCH  

 

RESOLUTION 1: to not support the application. 

PROPOSED Cllr Hall SECONDED Cllr Plant. 

 

RESOLUTION 2: to agree a grant of £380. 

PROPOSED Cllr Dunn SECONDED Cllr Mosley 

 

RESOLUTION 3: to agree a grant of £180 

PROPOSED Cllr Lowbridge SECONDED Cllr Grocott. 

 

The Resolutions were taken in reverse order. 
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On being put to the vote, Resolution 3 carried unanimously. Resolutions 2 & 1 were not 

taken. 

 

The Chairman noted that the Council had been meeting for 2 hours and so adjourned 

the meeting in line with Standing Order 1.28 

 

RESOLVED to continue for a further 30 minutes as per Standing Order 1.28. 

 

PROPOSED Cllr Hall SECONDED Cllr Bloor. 

On being put to the vote, the Resolution carried unanimously. 

 

Cllr Mosley apologised and left the meeting. 

 

The Chairman agreed to adjourn the meeting for a 2 minute comfort break. 

 

THE REPAIR CAFE. 

 

RESOLVED to agree a grant of £180 

 

PROPOSED Cllr B Forster SECONDED Cllr Grocott. 

On being put to the vote, the Resolution carried unanimously. 

 

11/26  THE SMALL GRANTS PROGRAMME FOR 2025/26 AND 2026/27. 

 

RESOLVED to close the 2025/26 programme and to accept no further applications. 

 

RESOLVED to carry forward the unspent 2025/26 funds into 2026/27. 

RESOLVED to restrict applications to one per organisation for a maximum of £200. 

 

PROPOSED Cllr B Forster SECONDED Cllr Hall. 

On being put to the vote, the Resolution carried unanimously. 

 

12/26  UPDATING THE ONLINE SIGNATURE PAGES OF POLICY DOCUMENTS. 

 

RESOLVED to extend Resolution 182/25 to cover all Policy Documents which are 

required to be signed by individual Councillors and/or officials and that Standing 

Orders PD006 s 11.1 will not apply to these updates. 

 

PROPOSED Cllr Dunn SECONDED Cllr Lowbridge. 

On being put to the vote, the resolution carried unanimously. 

 

13/26  COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT QUESTIONNAIRE. 

 

RESOLVED to commission each Committee to submit potential questions to the 

Communications Committee for consideration and recommendation to the Full Council 

for inclusion in a Community Questionnaire to inform the 2027/28 and beyond Council 

programme. 

 

PROPOSED Cllr Lowbridge SECONDED Cllr Dunn. 
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On being put to the vote, the Resolution carried unanimously. 

 

15/26  DATE OF NEXT MEETING to be 5th March 2026. 

 

Meeting closed at 9:59 pm 
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i  Date: 12/02/2026 Colwich Parish Council 2025/2026 Page 1 

 Time: 11:45 Cashbook 1 User: A.EGAN 

 Current & Deposit Bank A/cs  

 Payments made between 01/12/2025 and 31/12/2025  

 Nominal Ledger Analysis  

 Date Payee Name Reference £ Total Amnt £ Creditors £ VAT A/c    Centre £ Amount   Transaction Details 

 01/12/2025 Ash Waste Services DD 281.24 46.87 4308 301 234.37 AWS - Waste  

 services 

 04/12/2025 CloudyIT Ltd DD 351.00 58.50 4303 301 46.00 Phones 

 4053 101 246.50 MS365/Teams 

 05/12/2025 Teleshore (UK) Ltd EP 383.00 63.83 4231 205 319.17 Bronze Memorial  

 Plaques 

 08/12/2025 Vision ICT Limited EP 316.38 52.73 4024 101 263.65 Website hosting  

 and support 

 08/12/2025 SCP Trans Plan Infra Design EP 2,400.00 400.00 4419 402 2,000.00 JPF Car Park works 

 355 -2,000.00 JPF Car Park works 

 6000 402 2,000.00 JPF Car Park works 

 08/12/2025 Staff Parish Councils Assoc EP 420.00 70.00 4054 101 350.00 Bespoke Cllr  

 introduction 2/10 

 08/12/2025 AJGIBL EP 3,498.43 4016 101 3,498.43 Insurance renewal 

 08/12/2025 Great Haywood Memorial Hall EP 268.00 4600 601 268.00 Grant for QSJ  

 Comm Orchard 

 08/12/2025 Lucky Lee Magic EP 300.00 4041 105 300.00 Christ Light Switch  

 On Event 

 10/12/2025 Lloyds Bank Multipay Card Transfer 624.17 203  624.17 Repayment of  

 payment card 

 12/12/2025 Corona Energy  Retail 4 Limitd DD 614.59 82.68 4304 401 158.02 Electricity 1/11- 

 30/11/25 JPF 

 4304 301 373.89 Electricity 1/11- 

 30/11/25 PCtr 

 16/12/2025 National Assoc of Local Counci EP 42.00 7.00 4010 102 35.00 Event Mast Asset  

 Management ML 

 16/12/2025 SLCC EP 480.00 80.00 4010 102 400.00 SLCC Practitioners  
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 Confern FAW 

 16/12/2025 SLCC EP 480.00 80.00 4010 102 400.00 SLCC Practitioners  

 Confernc ML 

 19/12/2025 Hutchison 3G UK Ltd DD 90.62 15.10 4303 301 75.52 Mobile phones 

 22/12/2025 Sam's Electrical Services Ltd EP 2,479.50 413.25 4043 105 2,066.25 Moving and  

 upgrading lighting 

 31/12/2025 Unity Trust DD 10.80 4019 101 10.80 Bank Fee 

 31/12/2025 Salaries, PAYE, NI, Pensions Transfer 17,662.68 204  17,662.68 Salaries, PAYE, NI,  

 Pensions 

 Total Payments: 30,702.41 0.00 1,369.96 29,332.45 

 
 

ii   

 Current & Deposit Bank A/cs  

 Payments made between 01/01/2026 and 31/01/2026  

 Nominal Ledger Analysis  

 Date Payee Name Reference £ Total Amnt £ Creditors £ VAT A/c    Centre £ Amount   Transaction Details 

 02/01/2026 Ash Waste Services DD 232.52 38.75 4308 301 193.77 AWS - Waste 

 05/01/2026 G Burley & Sons Ltd EP 1,008.00 168.00 4418 401 840.00 4 Hanging & 2  

 Standing Trees 

 07/01/2026 CloudyIT Ltd DD 362.52 60.42 4303 301 46.00 Phones 

 4053 101 256.10 MS365/Teams 

 08/01/2026 Water Plus DD 31.28 4301 301 31.28 Water Dec 2025 

 08/01/2026 Teleshore (UK) Ltd EP 643.03 107.17 4231 205 535.86 Memorial plaques 

 12/01/2026 Allstar Business Solutions Ltd DD 82.28 13.71 4209 201 68.57 Fuel for truck 

 12/01/2026 Lloyds Bank Multipay Card Transfer 276.09 203  276.09 Repayment  

 payment card 

 13/01/2026 SLCC EP 102.00 17.00 4010 102 85.00 SLCC Training  

 seminar ML 

 13/01/2026 SLCC EP 102.00 17.00 4010 102 85.00 SLCC Training  

 Seminar FAW 

 20/01/2026 Hutchison 3G UK Ltd DD 90.62 15.10 4303 301 75.52 Mobile phones 
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 20/01/2026 SLCC EP 260.00 4015 101 260.00 SLCC Renew  

 Membership SE 

 26/01/2026 Aaron Chetwynd Arch Studio LLP 26012026 410.00 4419 402 410.00 JPF FEE/1762/3 

 355 -410.00 JPF FEE/1762/3 

 6000 402 410.00 JPF FEE/1762/3 

 26/01/2026 Corona Energy  Retail 4 Limitd DD 597.71 85.39 4304 301 398.53 Electricity Dec 2025  

 P Ctre 

 4304 401 113.79 Electricity Dec 2025  

 JPF 

 26/01/2026 Automotive Locksmith Sols Ltd EP 108.00 18.00 4209 201 90.00 Repair truck starter  

 motor 

 26/01/2026 Aaron Chetwynd Arch Studio LLP EP 1,200.00 200.00 4419 402 1,000.00 JPF Car Park  

 FEE/1762/1 

 355 -1,000.00 JPF Car Park  

 FEE/1762/1 

 6000 402 1,000.00 JPF Car Park  

 FEE/1762/1 

 26/01/2026 Aaron Chetwynd Arch Studio LLP EP 3,600.00 600.00 4419 402 3,000.00 Plat Garden of  

 Remembrance 

 355 -3,000.00 Plat Garden of  

 Remembrance 

 6000 402 3,000.00 Plat Garden of  

 Remembrance 

 26/01/2026 Aaron Chetwynd Arch Studio LLP EP 1,200.00 200.00 4419 402 1,000.00 JPF Car Park  

 FEE/1762/2 

 355 -1,000.00 JPF Car Park  

 FEE/1762/2 

 6000 402 1,000.00 JPF Car Park  

 FEE/1762/2 

 26/01/2026 Aaron Chetwynd Arch Studio LLP EP 379.00 4419 402 379.00 Plat Gard of Rem  

 Planning Fee  

 355 -379.00 Plat Gard of Rem  

 Planning Fee 

 6000 402 379.00 Plat Gard of Rem  

 Planning Fee 

 31/01/2026 Unity Trust DD 9.60 4019 101 9.60 Bank fee 

 31/01/2026 Salaries, PAYE, NI, Pensions Transfer 17,832.65 204  17,832.65 Salaries, PAYE, NI,  

 Pensions 
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 31/01/2026 Salaries, PAYE, NI, Pensions Transfer 17,823.65 204  17,823.65 Salaries, PAYE, NI,  

 Pensions 

 Total Payments: 46,350.95 0.00 1,540.54 26,977.26 

 
 

iii   

 Current & Deposit Bank A/cs  

 Receipts received between 01/12/2025 and 31/12/2025 

 Nominal Ledger Analysis 

 Receipt  Ref Name of Payer £ Amnt Received £ Debtors £ VAT A/c Centre £ Amount   Transaction Detail 

 BGC Banked: 01/12/2025 30.00 

 BGC Food Folks (Staffordshire Limi 30.00 1200 105 30.00 Festive amenities income 

 BGC Banked: 05/12/2025 132.67 

 BGC 

 Lesley Spencer 132.67 1202 205 132.67 Memorial Tree 

 Total Receipts: 162.67 0.00 0.00 162.67 

 

iv  

 Current & Deposit Bank A/cs  

 Receipts received between 01/01/2026 and 31/01/2026 

 Nominal Ledger Analysis 

 Receipt  Ref Name of Payer £ Amnt Received £ Debtors £ VAT A/c Centre £ Amount   Transaction Detail 

   

 BGC Banked: 31/01/2026 484.79 

 BGC 

 CCLA Investment Management Ltd 484.79 1190 101 484.79 Dividend/Interest Prop Fd 

 Total Receipts: 18,317.44 0.00 0.00 484.79 

 


